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Oxbow Park Stream Buffer Zone Planting

In October of 2024, through a Trees For Streams grant awarded by the Natural Resources Conservation
Council and the VT Department of Environmental Conservation, Lamoille County Conservation District
(LccD) partnered with the Town of Morrisville and 15 volunteers. Together, they planted a 0.7 acre 70-
foot-wide buffer along the Lamoille River at Oxbow Park in Morristown. This planting was approved by the
Morristown Select Board in the spring of 2024.

Buffer zones mitigate nutrients and pollutants in our lakes and streams. They are an important tool for
reducing erosion and improving water quality in the Lake Champlain Basin. Improved water quality can
result in a reduction in algal blooms in Lake Champlain from excess Phosphorus loading. Buffer zones
are also important for building wildlife habitats, erosion control, soil health, improved pollinator habitats,
and carbon sequestration.

LCCD will continue to have conversations with the community of Morristown in the spring of 2025 to help
build consensus on the future of the Oxbow Park lower deck with the expectation that flooding will be a
perennial event for the foreseeable future. Hopefully this discussion will help us understand our current
development patterns and aid us in building a sustainable and safe community moving forward.
Currently this forum is scheduled to occur on May 3rd, Green Up Day. Please stay tuned for details to
come at the end of March 2025!

For more information, please contact the LCCD director, Peter Danforth
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Contact Peter Danforth

Phone: 802-521-3004
Email: LCCDdirector@gmail.com






























